‘Unless the LORD builds the house the builders
labour in vain’
Psalm 127:1
After much prayer and preparation, the new worshipping community at St Mary & St George
(SMG) Church in the Sands & Castlefield parish of High Wycombe was launched on Sunday
10th March 2019.
Here’s what’s happened since...

On Sunday 3rd March, over thirty adults and children from St Andrew’s Church were prayed for and
formally commissioned in a hugely exciting service of worship and celebration. We were blessed to
welcome members of the Wycombe Deanery, including the Area Dean Revd. Dave Bull and the Lay Chair
Graeme Slocombe who came to take part in the event. Archdeacon Guy Elsmore, on behalf of the Diocese
of Oxford, publically commissioned the Core Team (a lay leadership group of seven members, selected to
support Jonny and share in the spiritual oversight of the church) and Revd. Simon Dust (Vicar of St
Andrew’s) then commissioned the wider team of adults and children to enter their new mission field of
Sands & Castlefield with the authority of Jesus Christ and in the power of His Holy Spirit.

Some of the church planting team members, a few weeks prior to launch.

On Sunday 10th March we launched our new worship gathering at SMG Church. The new gathering was
introduced alongside the existing service which retains its more traditional liturgical format for those
church members who continue to value that style of worship. With its more informal and contemporary
feel, the new 11.15 ‘Family Celebration’ is then aimed across the generations, and we encourage children
and adults to worship and learn side by side. At this new service, worshippers sit in small ‘clusters’ around
the building to enable greater interaction, discussion and creative prayer, and contemporary sung worship
is led by some of the very gifted musicians who came with us on the team. One of the great joys, has been
seeing new people step into leadership roles in our Sunday gatherings, many of whom had previously had
little or no opportunity to exercise ‘upfront ministry.’ Within the first few weeks of launching the new
gathering, a number of people were leading worship and delivering Bible talks for the first time and it was
deeply encouraging to have such a wide range of voices and personalities at the front.

In a remarkably short space of time we have found that the Lord has opened up a number of doors for us
into the wider community.

Community Youth Club
Prior to launch we began discussions with Youth For Christ (YFC), the YMCA and our neighbouring Anglican
church (Christ the Servant King) about launching a Community Youth Club aimed at teenagers living in and
around the Castlefield, Booker and Cressex areas of the town. The weekly Youth Club launched in early
May, with ten members of SMG Church joining the team of volunteers. Now in its third week, the club
continues to grow and engage with young people who would otherwise have no connection with Christians
or the Church.

Community Survey
Led by Anna Dade, a small team gathered around a vision to engage local residents in one-to-one
conversations on the role of the church in it’s community. The team now regularly takes to the streets of
the parish, knocking on doors and connecting with people in parks in order to ask them to take part in a
Community Survey, which they have then found often facilitates conversations around the role and purpose
of the local church and people’s thoughts on faith. A number of positive conversations have developed as a
result of these interactions, and so far one local resident has now become a regular attender of our new
Sunday worship gathering.

Christian-Muslim Relations
In the months before we launched, Jonny & Anna were connected with a number of local missionaries who
ministered with Mahabba - a national movement of Christians committed to praying for Muslims and
seeking to build meaningful relationships with them. Through one of these connections there came about a
Christian and Muslim Ladies Scripture Study Group - a fellowship that brought ladies together from the two
faith communities to build friendships and discuss their Scriptures. Ladies from SMG Church took a strong
lead in this new initiative and the group now meets on a monthly basis, alternating between the local
mosque and the church building. They are currently exploring the prophets that feature in both the Old
Testament and the Qu’ran and exploring what they reveal to us about God.

Schools & Nurseries
Building upon the relationship that we developed during the Community Christingle event at Christmas, we
have continued to work to strengthen our links with our local primary school and nursery. Jonny now
regularly visits Sandcastle Nursery to mark key Christian festivals, and Millbrook Combined School have
been to visit us on two separate occasions this year and seem keen to further develop the partnership.

Between February and April, Jonny and another member of the church planting
team ran an Alpha group, specifically aimed at members of the existing SMG
congregation and invited guests. Eight people signed up for the course which ran in
the Vicarage over a number of weeks. Those who attended commented on how
much they looked forward to the Thursday evening gatherings, and the course
content triggered a number of very profound conversations on topics ranging from
forgiveness, to prayer, to the role of the Holy Spirit. For many, it was the first time
they had been part of a group, outside of Sunday services, where the Bible was discussed and people were
encouraged to pray for one another. Many clearly experienced something of the power of the Holy Spirit,
and when the course ended there was a real appetite for more. In June we will be re-gathering this cohort
to launch a new mid-week Bible study and prayer group.

At the start of April we held the church Annual Meeting, at which we elected and co-opted several new
members to the PCC and its various new sub-committees. The renewed and reinvigorated PCC and
Standing Committee have now begun a new pattern of meetings, and there is a real sense of optimism and
positivity as we look ahead and begin the task of strengthening and rebuilding the church’s governance
structures. We’re continually grateful for the ongoing support from St Andrew’s Church, who have helped
us in areas such as financial management and the developing of legal policies.
With the generous grant money received from St Andrew’s Church we have also been able to make a
number of necessary adaptations to the church building, including the replacement of old furniture and the
installation of audio/visual systems.

During the final week of the school term, we were delighted to
welcome over 90 pupils from Millbrook Combined School into the
church to learn about the true story of Easter. Using interactive
activity stations, and with the help of several volunteers from the
congregation, the children learnt about the events of the Last
Supper, the meaning of the Cross and the power of the Resurrection.
It was an amazing Gospel opportunity!
Holy Week and Easter weekend felt like a really significant and
poignant season for us as a church family. Quite early on, we took
the decision to bring our two Sunday congregations together for the
various services marking the events of Christ’s passion and His
resurrection. This presented a challenge due to the wildly different
styles of worship the church’s two congregations are accustomed to,
and it required some creativity to develop services which were a ‘compromise’ between the two traditions!
However, we had healthy numbers at both our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, and many
(from both traditions) remarked upon how the worship had enabled them to engage with the events of
Holy Week in a deeper and more powerful way. On Easter Sunday, Jonny led a 5.45am Dawn Service in
accordance with the Anglo-Catholic tradition, and at 10.30am we filled the building with worship music and
young families as we held our Joint Celebration, which included the baptism of one of our youngest
congregation members.

On Saturday 18th May we held a big Community Fun Day
which we called SHINE! The event was the product of a lot of
planning and preparation, led by two amazing members of
our congregation - Kate and Valerie. SHINE! was held in
partnership with two other local churches (Oakridge Baptist
and The Avenue Methodist) and included crafts, games, a
bouncy castle, live music, face-painting and a whole lot more.
The highlight of the day was a performance by the choir of
Millbrook Combined School, who once again came up trumps
and filled the building with beautiful singing. An estimated
100 members of the local community were welcomed onto
the church site throughout the course of the day, and the team were able to have a number of great
conversations with people of all backgrounds and ages, many of whom had never entered the church
building before.

Amidst all of the activity it could have been very easy to neglect the place of prayer and the importance of
remaining responsive to God’s Spirit. In the months before we formally ‘launched,’ our Church Planting
Team had been gathering regularly to worship, pray and wait upon God together. These times felt special
and powerful, and we were keen not to lose them.
After the activity of Easter was over, we took the decision to begin weekly Prayer Gatherings, initially
aimed at just bringing together those thirty or so ‘core members’ who had first responded to the call of
God to ‘go.’ We continue to meet to worship and pray together, and a small team has been appointed to
oversee the prayer and prophetic life of the church and ensure that prayer continues to be the heartbeat
of our communal life.
Between Ascension and Pentecost, we’ll be joining in with the Archbishops’ Thy Kingdom Come initiative,
as we open up the church building for one hour each day as a place for quiet prayer and reflection.







For the Core Team and the PCC as they oversee the life of the church and as they prepare for an
Away Day in the Autumn Term
That mission and outreach would be priorities that are ‘owned’ by the whole church family, not just
the enthusiastic few. Pray for the church ‘Vision Gathering’ on Sunday 16th June.
For the flourishing of the existing missional initiatives (Community Youth Club, Community Survey,
Christian-Muslim Groups and Schools Ministry) and for new initiatives to be born
For the continuation and further development of strong friendships between members of our two
very different congregations; for unity around the Gospel and the command to make disciples.
For the Lord to open more doors into our local community, particularly where there has been
hostility or ambivalence. Notably: our other parish primary school (Castlefield School), the local
Sunni mosque, Castlefield Community Centre and the Islamic charity that runs it.

You can now find us online:
smgchurch.co.uk or search SMGChurchHW on Facebook

